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on her all those gracious and quiet qualities most
difficult of attainment to-day. In The Tower (1928),
with its symbolism of retirement and study, he
sought peace after unrest as he freed himself from
the world. Not without hatred of " Decrepit age
that has been tied to me," he announced his
renunciation of active life, but

Never had I more
Excited, passionate, fantastical
Imagination, nor an ear and eye
That more expected the impossible.

The sonnet Leda and the Swan has all his early
Pre-Raphaelite colour, while The Tower itself is a
collocation of ** images in the great Memory
stored " that gives the lie to his surrender. This
volume indeed has a new richness of feeling and
diction after the acidity and asceticism of the
previous years, A Prayer for my Son heralds a
Jacobean grace seen also in the series A Man Young
and Old. Regrets remained, but with the weakening
of the passions came an inner balance consolidated
in the 1933 volume, The Winding Stair.

Here still in

A storm-beaten old watch-tower,

A blind hermit rings the hour,    (Symbols.}

but the soul has found that age need not mean a
living death or abstraction.

He could now contemplate outer events, the state
of poetry, his own past, the passions of the young,
seeing them all sub specie &ternitatis : " Everything
that is not God consumed with intellectual